WELCOMETO

ST BRENDAN'S
CATHOLIC PARISH

St Brendan'’s Parish is a Child Safe community. We promote the safety,
wellbeing and inclusion of all and a zero tolerance to child abuse.

-Third Sunday of Advent, Year B ; 17 December 2023

First Reading Is 61:1-2.10-11
1 exult for joy in the Lord.

The spirit of the Lord has been given to
me,

for the Lord has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the
poor,

to bind up hearts that are broken;

to proclaim liberty to captives,

freedom to those in prison;

to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.

'l exult for joy in the Lord,

my soul rejoices in my God,

for he has clothed me in the garments of
salvation,

he has wrapped me in the cloak of
integrity,

like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,

like a bride adorned in her jewels.

‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow,

as a garden makes seeds spring up,

so will the Lord make both integrity and
praise

spring up in the sight of the nations.’'

Responsorial Psalm
Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10

(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.

1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her
nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me
blessed. (R.)

2. The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his namel
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)

3. He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

Second Reading 1 Thes 5:16-24

May you all be kept blameless, splrit, soul and body, for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and
for all things give thanks to God, because
this is what God expects you to do in Christ
Jesus.

Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the
gift of prophecy with contempt; think before
you do anything - hold on to what is good
and avoid every form of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfect
and holy; and may you all be kept safe and
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the

| coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has

called you and he will not fail you.

Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the
pootr.

Alleluial

Gospel In1:6-8.19-28

There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is
coming after me.

A man came, sent by God.

His hame was John.

He came as a withess,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through
him.

He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.

This Is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’
he not only declared, but he declared quite
openly, 'l am notthe Christ.' ‘Well then,' they
asked, ‘are you Elijah?' ‘l am not,’ he said.
‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’
So they sald to him, ‘Who are you? We must
take back an answer to those who sent us.
What have you to say about yourself?’ So
John said, 'l am, as Isaiah prophesied:

a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’

Now these men had been sent by the
Pharisees, and they put this further
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if
you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and
not the prophet?’ John replied, 'l baptise
with water; but there stands among you -
unknown to you - the one who is coming
after me; and | am not fit to undo his
sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany,
on the far side of the Jordan, where John
was baptising.
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Reflection by Greg Sunter

This week's gospel should sound very
familiar. It is the gospel of John version
of the passage used in last week's
liturgy, which came from the gospel of
Mark. Again it recalls the ministry of John
the Baptist but it is given the particular
slant of the gospel of John. Aside from
the greater focus on the conversational
interaction, it presents John as a
‘withess’. This Is perhaps more typlcal of
the John gospel emphasis on personal
encounter with Jesus. Rather than acting
as something of a herald, as in last
week's account, here John the Baptist Is
witnessing ‘to speak for the light'. He
makes a vety clear distinction between
himself and the Christ, hls mission Is
simply to point towards the light; the
Christ.

Our common understanding of the word
‘witness' tends to be related to legal
situations: providing a witness statement
or acting as a witness to a fact in court.
The use of witness In this gospel carries
a different connotation: to provide
witness through action and lifestyle that
draws others to wonder about and
perhaps come to accept the motivating
belief. It is this understanding of witness
that all Christians are called to provide.
We are called to withess to our beliefs in
the way that we live our lives, engage
with others and hold to certain truths. Of
course, there are some Christians who
believe that their withess needs to be
more obvious and more clearly stated.
They feel that providing witness, or
testimony, to thelr faith through spoken
proclamation has a greater potential to
change lives. Whether we choose to
witness through our words or through our
actions it is essential that both words
and actions have integrity; that there is
no clash between what we proclaim and
the way we live.
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Christ in community ...

5821 2633 the heart of our faith

Recently Deceased: Patricia Gleeson (sister of Denise
Hoskin), Maria Rosa Gullo, Edward Portelli

Anniversary: Noreen O’Keefe, Irene Breeze, Mary Gangi,
Mary Vescio, Alan Appleton, Johanna Steeghs, Winifred
Grace

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We turn our hearts and minds to the people of the
Yorta Yorta nation, who have occupied this country
for thousands of years. We pay respects to their Elders,
past, present and emerging, and commit to walking
alongside Aboriginal Australians in truth and justice.

Readers & Commentators December 23 & 24, 2023

6pm Sr Bing C. Segrave
8am M. Keenan D. Keenan
1lam P. Chalkley P.Crane

Masses between Christmas and New Year
Tuesday, December 26 NO MASS (Boxing day)
Wednesday, December 27 5.00pm (Time change)
Thursday, December 28 9.15am

ANNIVErsary CELEBrarion L‘ , // \
St Brendan's Parlsh will host a celebration = \‘
of Fr Joe's 50" anniversary of ordination s £

to priesthood on Sunday, May 19, after the 11am Méss.
All are welcome. Please save the date.

Fr Joe has also requested that he would like married
couples, who celebrate 50 years of marriage next year, to
join him in celebrating this occasion.

Also religious who are celebrating 50 years.
Please see Fr Joe, if this applies to you.

Friday, December 29 9.15am

SACRISTAN ASSISTANCE

Could all sacristans who are available
over Christmas, please add their names
to the Mass roster on the bulletin
board in the sacristy. At the moment
most spots are empty! Thank you

Advei

HOPE PEACE JOY LOVE

Anomtmg Mass: 11. OOam,

Tuesday, December 19, 2023.
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g Join us for our nine
~ nouena Masses,
~ held each day at

; ‘éhm as we prepare
' fdr Christmas.
There will be live
E mustc each morning

Swuiaq Decesmber 17,
with Fr Joe

December 16,

Salurdal
ll’b Fr Rene

Wednesday, Decerber 20,

Decernber 19,

JL

with Fr DJ

Fr Joseph

 with breakfast
served afterwards.
~ This is a great way
~ to enter more

Our Faith and Light community
‘pop up market’ has now been and gone.
A big thank you to all who supported the

market this year, we raised $1445.00.
ThlS money will help the Faith and
[ Light community to
organise activities for
everyone in 2024,
Merry Christmas to all.
Gail Jelliff

Monda
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Decermber 18,
Frdophin

A Parish EXpo to celebrate
St Brendan's Parish Feast Day will
take place on Sunday, May 5,
after the 11am Mass.
At this occasion, we will also launch our

new vision statement and logo.

- deeply into the A <!
: N
S Friday, Decen, 22 Saturday, December 23,
Advent season ' %%J g

6.00am, St Brendan’s Church, 121 Knight Street,

Su:xdﬂ, fpﬁmdéu M,
A Please save the date. More details will
Shepparton be announced in the new year.




Weekend Mass Times Weekday Mass Times

Saturday Vigil 6pm Tuesday to Friday 9.15am
Sunday 8am & 11am PRs YING((“CHILDREN Reconciliation Saturday 9.45am to 10.30am (in the Church)

UNDAY LITURGY

Syro Malabar Rite: Wednesday 6.00pm, Saturday 8.30am, Sunday 5.30pm

Rosary — The Rosary is prayed in the Marian Chapel after weekday Masses and after the 8am Mass on Sunday.

Holy Hour with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Thursdays 7pm to 8pm and Fridays 5pm to 6pm

Calling all Kings, Shepherds and Angels

We are encouraging as many children as possible to come
dressed as either Kings, Shepherds or Angels at the
5pm Christmas Eve Mass held at St Brendan’s Church.

We ask that you contact Leanne Pellegrino via email on
Ipellegrino@sbshepparton.catholic.edu.au if your
child/children would be happy to participate in our
beautiful up and coming Liturgy.

A short rehearsal will occur at 3pm on Friday
December 22. Thank you! Christmas Liturgy Team
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ALPHA RETURNS IN 2024!

Alpha is a series of sessions that freely
explore the big questions of life.

It’s an opportunity to get connected, discover more
about the Christian faith, and share your thoughts in a
friendly environment. If you or a friend are interested in
exploring your Christian faith further, contact:
Marie Fontana 0435 899 830 or visit www.alpha.org.au

St Francis Statue: we are
beginning to beautify the garden
around St Francis with some seating,
shrubs and a communal veggie garden.
If any of you ‘green fingers" would like }
to help with the setting up of the ,
communal garden, this would be much §
appreciated. Please make contact with §
Kathy Hunt, Gavin Doherty or FrJoe. |

A portion of the collections over Christmas will be shared
between the following causes:

0 Voice for Silent People

0 Monsignor Gerard Kalumba Seminary, Uganda

0 St Mary’s Church, Derimbat, Manus Island

Food for Faith: Sr Hilda Scott shares
some very practical ways to bring our
life situations in to the stable in
Bethlehem. Jesus wants us to be part of his story. He invites
us into the Christmas story each year to help us understand
that he loves us. He wants to give us all that is good.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puUIACGjlzQ

A message from Bishop Shane Mackinlay..

Having received recommendations from the College of
Consultors last week, | am pleased to announce a number
of decisions relating to clergy and seminarians.

Clergy Appointments

As a result of priests moving to a new parish, several
associated responsibilities are no longer practical, and |
have made the following new appointments:

e Vicar Forane of the Goulburn Valley Deanery:
Fr Jophin Joy ALCP/OSS (commencing 13 January 2024

e Supervising Priest of the Rushworth Parish:
Fr Rene Ramirez RCJ (commencing 24 January 2024)

‘Come and See’ Program

Abishek Mandanu and Anil Madanu, who | met during my
recent pastoral visit to India, will undertake a three
month ‘Come and See’ program in the Diocese in early
2024. During this time, they will visit the seminary and
several parishes to gain an experience of ministry in
Australia. Following this, a decision will be made about
whether they commence as seminarians for the Diocese.

New Seminarian
| have accepted Ryerson De Lai, from Sacred Heart Parish,
Tatura, as a seminarian for the Diocese.

He will commence formation at Corpus Christi College in
February 2024.

| am grateful for the willingness of these priests and
aspiring seminarians to make themselves available for
service in the Diocese, and | ask you to join me in offering
them your prayerful support.

Yours sincerely,

+$lane Mackinday




| Emmanuel is about God with us, /i
not God over us. UJdU
Not God judging us. Siop
| Vot God condemning us. Locally owned business

' God with us in this wonderful, complex, servicing Shepparton for 35
sorrowful, joyful thing we call life. years. For all your eye care
God with you and me. needs, you can contact
God with us and them. Ashley and Vanessa
God here. God.-now. Madeira at The Eye Shop.,
Just as you are. Just as we are. Phone 5821 0311
Just as they are. Jim Quillinan

I2I KNIGHT ST SHEPPARTON. PH 5821 2633m

2028 Christmas Mass [imes

RECONCILIATION 4
« Thursday 21 December, 5.00-6.00 pm
- Saturday 23 December, 9.45-10.30 am

WEEREND MASS TIMES (4th Sunday of Advent)
. Saturday 23 December, 6.00 pm L
- Sunday 24 December, 6.00 am - Misa de Gallo
- Sunday 24 December, NO 8.00 am Mass
- Sunday 24 December, 11.00 am

SUNDAY 24 DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
(in St Brendan’s Church)
e 5.00 pm - Children’s Mass
e« 6.30 pm - Family Mass
- St Mary’s Church Dookie - 7.00 pm
- 8.00 pm - Syro-Malabar Mass
- 11.00 pm - Late Mass

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
e 8,00 am & 11.00 am

MONDAY 1 JANUARY 2024 - NEW YEAR’'S DAY MASS
e« 10.00 am

1 The parish office is closed Monday December 25 - Monday January 1

3 and thIS wnll be a 5|gn for you; you




