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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Year B 31 December 2023

First Reading Gen 15:1-6. 21:1-3
Your own son shall be your helr.

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a
vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, | am your shield;
your reward will be very great'.

'My Lord', Abram replied, ‘what do you Intend to
give me? | go childless...' Then Abram said, ‘See,
you have given me no descendants; some man
of my household will be my heir.! And then this
word of the Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall
not be your heir; your helr shall be one of your
own flesh and blood.' Then taking him outside
he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars
If you can. Such will be your descendants,’ he
told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who
counted this as making him Justified.

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said,
and did what he had promised her, So Sarah
conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old
age, at the time God had promised. Abraham
named the son born to him Isaac, the son to
whom Sarah had given birth,

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 104:1-6. 8-9. R.wv.7.8

(R.) The Lord remembers his covenant
for ever.

1, Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples.
0 sing to him, sing his pralse;
tell all his wonderful worksl (R.)

2. Be proud of his holy name,
let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.
Conslder the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face. (R.)

3. Remember the wonders he has done,
his miracles, the judgements he spoke.
0 children of Abraham, his servant,
0 sons of the Jacob he chose. (R.)

4, He remembers his covenant for ever,
his promise for a thousand generatlons,
the covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac. (R.)

Second Reading Heb11:8, 1112, 1719
The faith of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac.

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set
out for a country that was the inheritance given
to him and his descendants, and that he set out
without knowing where he was going.

It was equally by falth that Sarah, In spite of belng
past the age, was made able to concelve, because
she belleved that he who had made the promise
would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came
from one man, and one who was already as good
as dead himself, more descendants than could be
counted, as many as the stars of heaven or the
grains of sand on the seashore.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test,
offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only
son even though the promises had been made to
him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that
your name will be carried on. He was confident that
God had the power even to raise the dead; and
so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.

Gospel Acclamation Heb 1:1-2

Alleluia, alleluial

In the past God spoke to our fathers
through the prophets;

now he speaks to us though hls Son.

Alleluial

Gospel Lk 2:22-40
(or Shorter form Lk 2:22, 39-40)
The child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom.

When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of
Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him
to the Lord - observing what stands written In
the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must
be consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer in
sacrifice, in accordance with what Is sald In the
Law of the Lord, a palr of turtledoves or two young
plgeons. Now In Jerusalem there was a man named
Simeon, He was an upright and devout man; he
looked forward to Israel's comforting and the Holy
Splrlt rested on him. It had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he
had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted
by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him
what the Law required, he took him into his arms
and blessed God; and he said:

‘Now, Master,

you can let your servant go in peace,

Just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
a light to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.’

As the child's father and mother stood there
wondering at the things that were being said about
him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his
mother, 'You see this child: he Is destined for the
fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to
be a sign that is rejected - and a sword will pierce
your own soul too - so that the secret thoughts of
many may be lald bare.'

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, She was well on
in years. Her days of glrlhood over, she had been
marrled for seven years before becoming a widow.
She was now elghty-four years old and never left
the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting
and prayer, She came by just at that moment and
began to pralse God; and she spoke of the child
to all who looked forward to the dellverance of
Jerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to thelr
own town of Nazareth, Meanwhile the child grew to
maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God's
favour was with him.
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Reflection by Greg Sunter

Look at any newspaper, magazine,
television current affairs program or
soclal commentary and you will be
bombarded with the notion that the
Institution of family is under attack.
Rather, what appears to be under
attack is a particular view of what it
means to be ‘family’. Society in
general and governments in particular
are recognising the reality that ‘family’
is a much more fluid term than it used
to be. Rather than an attack on family,
it might be argued that there is in fact
an embracing of the concept of family
by making its definition much broader.

In this feast we celebrate the Holy
Family: Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The
model of family that we have in this
Holy Famlily is a model that would not
be entirely out of place in the 21st
Century. Mary was a very young
woman; possibly no more than 13 or
14 years old. Joseph was an older
man; possibly on his second marriage.
There was a degree of scandal about
the conception of their child and
Joseph serfously ~ contemplated
whether or not he would go ahead
with the marriage. They were forced to
flee their homeland and seek
protection as refugees in Egypt. We
see from today's passage that the
parents are doing their best to be
faithful to their religious and cultural
traditions whilst worrying about what
the future holds for their son. It is a
picture that is not too different from
the situation in which many familles
today find themselves. So while we
celebrate today the feast of the Holy
Family, it is very much a celebration of
every family.
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Christ in community ...
the heart of our faith

Recently Deceased: Barry Adrian Thomson

Anniversary: Joseph Farrell, Dorotheo Geneva,

Teofisto Benjamin

Changes to Masses between
Christmas and New Year  ~*® * S
Monday, January 1, 2024 10.00am: NY Day Mas

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God

Tuesday, January 2, 2024 9.15 (return to normal)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
We turn our hearts and minds to the people of the
Yorta Yorta nation, who have occupied this country
for thousands of years. We pay respects to their Elders,
past, present and emerging, and commit to walking
alongside Aboriginal Australians in truth and justice.

Prayer for the Day:

O God, you cradle us at the beginning of life and
embrace us at our journey’s end, for you love us as your
own. Bind our families together and deepen our faith,
that, like the Holy Family of Nazareth, we may grow in
wisdom, obedient to your word. Amen

Pope Francis of the Family
To protect harmony in the family, the dictatorship of the
“1” has to be fought when the “I” inflates. It is dangerous
when, rather than listening to one another, we blame
one another for mistakes; when, rather than showing
care for each other, we become fixated on our own
needs. It is sad to see a family at dinner, with everyone
on their mobile phone. In the evening, when everything
is over, always make peace.
Never go to bed without making peace.

How can | have faith?
Alpha is coming again, are you ready?
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
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Billabong Nursery Cafe Cuppa
All Sacristans and ladies who help around :
the Church are invited to join us for a cuppa on ¥
the 2nd Saturday of each month at 10.00am,
including Saturday, January 14.
All enquiries to: Kath Smyth 0409 003 420.

We respectively request no donations of coins or
notes that are not Australian. We do have Tap N
Go terminals for card donations. Thank you
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Locally owned business
servicing Shepparton for 35
years. For all your eye care
needs, you can contact
Ashley and Vanessa
Madeira at The Eye Shop.

Phone 5821 0311
enquiries@eyeshopshepparton.com.au




